2023 Water Quality Report for Bessemer Township

WSSN 5600

This report covers the drinking water quality for
Bessemer Township for the 2022 calendar year. This
information is a snapshot of the quality of the water
that we provided to you in 2022. Included are details
about where your water comes from, what it contains,
and how it compares to United States Environmental
Protection Agency (USEPA) and state standards.

Your water comes from 2 groundwater wells, each
over 410 feet deep. The State performed an
assessment of our source water to determine the
susceptibility or the relative potential of contamination.
The susceptibility rating is on a seven-tiered scale
from "very-low" to "very-high" based on geologic
sensitivity, well construction, water chemistry and
contamination sources. The susceptibility of our
source is moderately high.

There are no significant sources of contamination in
our water supply. City of Wakefield is making efforts to
protect our sources by participating in an annual well
head maintenance program administered by Kleiman
Pump and Well Drilling.

If you would like to know more about this report, please
contact: Mike Bastman, Operator, of Bessemer
Township, (906) 285-0238.

Contaminants and their presence in water: Drinking
water, including bottled water, may reasonably be
expected to contain at least small amounts of some
contaminants. The presence of contaminants does not
necessarily indicate that water poses a health risk.
More information about contaminants and potential
health effects can be obtained by calling the USEPA's
Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791).

Vulnerability of sub-populations: Some people may
be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water
than the general population. Immuno-compromised
persons such as persons with cancer undergoing
chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ
transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune
systems disorders, some elderly, and infants can be
particularly at risk from infections. These people
should seek advice about drinking water from their
health care providers. USEPA/Center for Disease
Control guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the
risk of infection by Cryptosporidium and other
microbial contaminants are available from the Safe
Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791).

Sources of drinking water: The sources of drinking
water (both tap water and bottled water) include rivers,
lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs, and wells.
Our water comes from wells. As water travels over the
surface of the land or through the ground, it dissolves
naturally occurring minerals and, in some cases,
radioactive material, and can pick up substances
resulting from the presence of animals or from human
activity.

Contaminants that may be present in source water
include:

¢ Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and
bacteria, which may come from sewage treatment
plants, septic systems, agricultural livestock
operations, and wildlife.

¢ Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and
metals, which can be naturally occurring or result
from urban stormwater runoff, industrial or
domestic wastewater discharges, cil and gas
production, mining, or farming.

o Pesticides and herbicides, which may come
from a variety of sources such as agriculture and
residential uses.



e Action Level (AL}): The concentration of a contaminant which, if exceeded, triggers treatment or other
requirements that a water system must follow.

e Level 1 Assessment: A study of the water supply to identify potential problems and determine (if possible)
why total coliform bacteria have been found in our water system.
¢« Level 2 Assessment: A very detailed study of the water system to identify potential problems and

determine (if possible) why an E. coli MCL violation has occurred and/or why total coliform bacteria have
been found in our water system on multiple occasions.
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